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 Quality males are needed to produce high numbers of quality chicks. However,  

 it is not possible to identify quality males by sight alone.  
 

 Sperm mobility & sperm penetration are measures of male fertilizing ability & can 

 aid in identifying quality males. Selecting males based on sperm mobility has 

 resulted in higher numbers of chicks & poults being produced (1, 2). 
 

 Poultry semen used for artificial insemination (AI) must be used quickly as storing

 or freezing decreases viability & fertilizing ability of the sperm. 
 

 Semen examined from a genetic line of birds (selected over 8 generations) had 

 sperm more resistant to the freezing damage & it was been suggested that a 

 seminal protein was responsible (2). 
     

 This preliminary research examines whether seminal proteins change with 

 male age or semen storage. 
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 Using pooled samples possibly masked differences due to age & semen  storage time for sperm 

 mobility, concentration, sperm penetrations & protein profiles.  This is because in each flock there 

 were good & poor quality males. 

 

 Further research is needed to determine if protein profiles can be used to identify quality males.  

  

 Examining seminal protein profiles of males selected based on sperm mobility may reveal 

 proteins that could be used as quality indicators. 
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